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Second Sunday of Advent
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COLLECT

Traditional
MERCIFUL GOD, who didst send thy messengers the prophets to preach repen-
tance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings
and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our
Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.
Contemporary
MERCIFUL GOD, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance
and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and
forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our
Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Baruch 5:1-9

TAKE OFF THE GARMENT of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put
on forever the beauty of the glory from God. Put on the robe of the righteousness
that comes from God; put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting;
for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. For God will give you
evermore the name, “Righteous Peace, Godly Glory” Arise, O Jerusalem, stand
upon the height; look toward the east, and see your children gathered from west
and east at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered them.
For they went out from you on foot, led away by their enemies; but God will bring
them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne. For God has ordered that
every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low and the valleys filled
up, to make level ground, so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. The
woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel at God’s command. For God will
lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy and righteousness that
come from him.

or

FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4

SEE, I AM SENDING MY MESSENGER to prepare the way before me, and the
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the cov-
enant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who
can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is
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